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this Chamberlain said that, although we were sure to win,   From my
we could not last as our majority would not be independent   Diary,
of the Irish and that then his policy would triumph   X9<>5
throughout the country.

" This appeared to Henry as it does to me an astonish-
ing forecast. He was amazed and said :

" ' Well, my dear Chamberlain, I am not a betting
man, but I am prepared to make you a small bet/*
At that moment Lord Farquhar rushed into the room and
said:

" Come along quick ! The King ! ! * General
Oliphant uttered an irreverent epithet, and they joined
us in the tapestry room, where we had been standing
first upon one leg and then upon the other ever since
dinner.

" On the 8th (March, 1905) Winston Churchill brought
in a private members' motion that ' This House was
against Protective taxes on food as not promoting the
unity of the Empire.'

" The Whips were in a wild state of fear lest the
Government should be turned out as their majority had
dwindled to 70.

" We dined in the House that night with Mr. Ernest
Beckett ;f our fellow-guests were Herbert Gladstone,
John Morley, Harry Cust and Jack Poynder. Winston
made an admirable, short and telling speech after dinner.

" Chamberlain's fire seems to have gone and his speech
was dull. The House got impatient and shouted * time !
time !' as they wanted to hear Lord Hugh Cecil, Henry,
and Arthur Balfour. I should think this has never
happened before to Mr. Chamberlain.

" I wrote to Winston Churchill congratulating him on
his speech and saying I was surprised that 12 of the
Free Fooders had had the courage to vote with us; and
this is his answer:

* This is the remark Mr. Chamberlain alludes to in his letter on
page 79.

f The late Lord Grimthorpe.